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The Real Divide in America Is Between Political Junkies and Everyone Else: Most Americans view politics as 
two camps bickering endlessly and fruitlessly over unimportant issues. 


There was an article in Quartz which asked whether mandatory voting could save democracy. Analysis of 
Australia, which has mandatory voting, shows an increase in voter turnout yet a decrease in the democracy 
index. There is also somewhat of a change in the wealth gap, though it is less than substantial. It should be 
mentioned that no democracy on earth has the bicameral legislature system America does; most are 
parliamentary democracies. | would support installing a parliamentary system in America. This would make 
new political parties easier to form and win, as well as cut down on the stagnation in law making due to 
partisan bickering. 


Another topic is the concept of making election day a national holiday. Currently, one of the most common 
charges of voter suppression in 2020 is long waiting lines. This is exacerbated by the scaremongering over 
voting by mail and photo ID laws. | have long been in favor of universal paper ballots, universal voting by 
mail and making election day a national holiday. This would free up poorer communities and working-class 
people to have an entire day to spend voting. The majority of Americans agree with me: about 65%. 


Next is rank choice or instant run-off voting. This is somewhat complicated for those not good at statistical 
mathematics, but Time magazine explains: 


This popular electoral system allows voters to rank candidates by preference, meaning they can 
submit ballots that list not only their first-choice candidate for a position, but also their second, third and 
so on. 
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In other words, this removes the idea of spoilers or the need to voter shame. There is no way to say that 
third party voters lost Hillary the election or Ralph Nader cost Al Gore the 2000 election. | would support 
such a system and it is telling neither party supports it. They want to be able to blame everyone with no 

money or power for their own loses. 
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